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VILLAGE FETE MEETING

MONDAY 14™ MAY AT 7.30PM in the CHURCH ROOM

The fete is such an important event in our village calendar as it
raises funds for the Church to help pay the parish share, for future
refurbishment and general day to day maintenance of the Church
Room, for the recreation ground and it also ensures that everyone
receives a free copy of the Chronicle.

Our village fete in particular is known to be the best in the area
and people come from miles around to enjoy it.

A number of people who have run stalls at previous fetes have al-
ready agreed to do so again, for which grateful thanks. There are
many small jobs on the actual fete day where we would appreciate
some help such as moving enough chairs from the Church Room to
the Green for the band. If you have organised or helped with any
part of the fete in the past or you would like to be involved in some
way this year please come along on 14" May to the Church Room.
We will welcome everyone with “open arms” but would particu-
laxly like our new friends and neighbours to come along so that we
can get to know them better.

If you are prepared to help in some way but are unable to come to
the meeting on 14™ May please telephone April Curnow on 681459
before 14™ May.

Email : editor@aachronicle.co.uk



At the Annual Parish Council meeting Peter Cooper, our District Coun-
cillor, gave a review of Council matters particularly concerning the new
A418. I expressed the wish that the junction at the Wingrave crossroad
should provide access for traffic only to and from Aylesbury and not per-
mit traffic from Milton Keynes onto our local road network. Peter Coo-
per explained that the design of junctions was being reviewed. The deci-
sion of whether the “pink’ or blue’ route would be recommended was
likely to be decided later this year.

On other matters he went on to mention that Rural Post Offices were
threatened with closure and it was likely that only the Wing Post Office
would be kept opened in our area. If this is true, then this is very bad
news as the Wingrave Post Office and Stores is such a valuable asset to
our village. Hopefully we can assist Steve at Wingrave in any campaign
to resist closure of his Post Office.

April Curnow has kindly agreed to co-ordinate this year’s Village Fete.
April is asking for as much support as possible from us all. It is an im-
portant event and I urge you to let April know how you can assist. Help
is needed in gathering cakes/plants/produce/books/bric-a-brac and raffle
prizes etc, setting up and taking down, running stalls etc. Please go along
to the first meeting on Monday 7.30pm 14th May at the Church Room.

Becky Hunt has taken over as Parish Clerk. We wish her and the new
Parish Councillors fresh energy for the coming months. My wife Judy is
one of the new Councillors. I can assure you that ‘Chinese walls’ have
been built and the integrity of your Editor is assured.

The housing site behind The Old House on The Green is being excavated
by archaeologists prior to the commencement of construction works. The
search has revealed evidence of a Saxon village/settlement . More details
on Page 19.

I’m an armchair Fulham supporter. I'm being treated to go and watch
them play Liverpool at Craven Cottage by one of my sons who is a Liv-
erpool fan. I’'m hoping for a miracle, which might mean Fulham stay up
this year.

I saw two swallows on April 21st. They don’t make a summer but it felt

like one. (jﬂmm '

o Allotment Diary by Peter Shorrock
« Peter Knight's Countryside Diary
o New Crossword by Rod Rothero
o Annual Parish Council Minutes

« Saxon House/Village revealed

« Village Fete Meeting 14th May
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A note to all would be advertisers
- More than 202 households
receive The Chronicle 11 times a
year and with rates from just £25
per annum (far cheaper than
some local Parish magazines)...

...Can you afford not to be in?

Copy date for the next issue is:
Friday 25th May 2007

Please pass items to John
Hardcastle at Marloes on Lines
Hill or to a member of the
Production Team as early as
possible.

Printed at Waddesdon School
and distributed free of charge to
all Households in Aston Abbotts,
our local Doctor's Surgeries and
to Wing Police House.
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Alison’s Gossip Column

Mervyn King
Charlie Bystra
Harry Bystra

/s Hannah Brandon
N Jeff Banister
Callum Hilton
Tom Manning
Benjamin King
Milani Drysdale
Neil Chesher

Whilst on holiday in Tobago, I bashed my toe on a
rock and dislocated it. I visited the local medical
centre but they couldn’t deal with me so I was sent
on to A&E at the main town, Scarborough. This was
like taking a step back in time about 30 years. It re-
minded me of the programme “ The Royal . But
within an hour. I had had my toe yanked back into
place, an X-ray, medication and it was all free! I was
very impressed.

Laura Whyte was 18 in April and after doing the
normal family type stuff she had a riotous cowboy
party in Stewkley. Happy Birthday Laura xx

oP
DAY

VILLA
CHA

Next week, because of council elections, we are
unable to have our shop on Thursday 3" May
but Steve has kindly agreed to come on Tuesday
1* May at the new time of 10.00am to 12 noon.

Please come along and buy your stamps, bring
your dry cleaning and get your shopping from
Steve. Coffee and biscuits as usual.

Next BINGO
at Aston Abbotts Village Hall

7.30pm start

approx 9 pm finish.

THURSDAY, 17" May

Come along and enjoy an early evening get-
together, where First timers and All ages are
made very welcome.

v May’smi;I:\:lZ'ES include one Guarar'ite;dr: r
£10.00 Full House prize =~ °

A Book of 6 games is only 50p
Snowball & Raffle — 50p each

‘Refreshment & Chat’ break
For more info contact Pam 681626 or Sheila 2681649

Did you know? Did you know the average person spends more
than two weeks of their life waiting for traffic lights to change.

Please join the ASTON ABBOTTS

‘100° Club

100 Villagers have an equal
chance to win 24 cash prizes
drawn throughout the year

FULL DETAILS ON
PAGE 25

Moy 2007
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Aston Foorin g

ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!

All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards

Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?

All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring

FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
07767 786671 (mobile)
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SHOP IN THE

CHURCH ROOM

Every Thursday
10.30 - 12.00
Teas & Coffees

This service to the residents of Aston
Abbotts is being offered by Steve of
Wingrave Post Office and Stores.
Teas and coffees are on sale,
so why not pop along,
pick up some groceries and enjoy a chat with your neighbours.
OTHER FACILITIES OFFERED BY STEVE
PAY YOUR PAPERS
BUY POSTAGE STAMPS
DRY CLEANING TAKEN
CAR & HOME INSURANCE
TRAVEL INSURANCE
E TOP UPS
DELICIOUS FRESHLY BAKED BREAD

EUROS NOW AVAILABLE ON DEMAND FLYPAST OVER OUR VILLAGE 24th JUNE

0% COMMOISSION
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MP visits Wingrave School

March 9" saw a visit to Wingrave School by MP John
Bercow. Mr Bercow spent over an hour touring the
school and seeing all the children at work. He was also
very interested in the school’s current projects — includ-
ing the school council, playground equipment upgrade
and the proposals for the new kitchen.

Mr Bercow showed particular interest in the school
council — a group that comprises of children represent-
ing all classes within the school from Year 1 upwards.
The council meet every month to discuss issues affect-
ing the children and their education — issues ranging
from playground organisation to displays of their work.
The council have introduced a playground buddy
scheme with specially designed badges to ensure chil-
dren feel safe, comfortable and have someone to play

Czech/Village fun afternoon/early
evening

24"™ June 2007 starting at 2.00 pm

Lottery money, donations from our Parish council and
the Slovak Veterans plus our own fund raising efforts
is resulting in funding being available for what we
hope be an afternoon/evening to remember.

There will be;-
Five aside football between

AA/Wingrave and the Czech/Slovak Embassies
Tug of war
Maypole dancing by the children of Wingrave School
Sports for all ages (not too demanding)
Prizes,

Entertainment during the afternoon & early evening
such as the Great Horwood band, and Slovac dancers,

There will be a flypast - not to be missed!
Battle of Britain Flight to fly over in the afternoon!!

Make a note in your diary so you don’t miss this
great fun day
We hope you will bring along your friends & fami-
lies. Bring your gazebos and/or barbeque and have a
JSamily picnic.
(There will even be toilets on the ‘rec’,)

with at all times. During his tour, Mr Bercow spoke to
the children on the council about their role.

After the tour, Mr Bercow praised the Headteacher for
the atmosphere and character of the school. Recently,
the school has received a letter from Mr Bercow saying:

“As I hope was apparent, I was thoroughly impressed
by everything I saw. Naturally the school’s success on
television has not only provided a welcome financial
boost, but an invaluable fillip to morale. Everywhere 1
went, I detected a feeling of pride and a sense of pur-
pose. The children are clearly very proud of what they
have achieved and they rightly look forward to the in-
stallation of the new kitchen.

Yet beyond the benefit of the new kitchen, I was struck
by the quality of the facilities, the dedication of the
staff, and the positive atmosphere for learning which
radiated throughout the school.”

The school is now looking forward to moving their cur-
rent projects forwards. The installation of new play-
ground equipment for the upper school is due to com-
mence at half term and the designs for the new kitchen
are underway.

Lynne Roxbee Cox (Chair of Governors)

A418 Improvements

Extract from article published in Bucks Herald 28th
March.

Bucks County Council has rejected the possibility of using
the alternative ‘Cheddington route’ for the proposed bypass
between Aylesbury and Milton Keynes.

BCC said the assessment highlighted the fact that the
Cheddington route would not fulfil the county council’s
aims for the A418 improvemnts to the same extent as the
published consultation routes known as the Pink and Blue
routes.

A spokesman said  The negative environmental impacts of
the Cheddington route, such as its impacts on the local
ecology and landscape, were proven to be greater than the
consultation routes. Adding to its negative environmental
impacts, the Cheddington route would also involve ap-
proximately two kilometres of additional road construction
and therefore increase journeys for the majority of traffic
movements between Aylesbury and Milton Keynes. This
would involve an increase in costs of approximately £15
million compared to the other consultation routes.’

The council’s decision on the final route is expected to be
in the summer,

Did you know? If you put a raisin in a glass of champagne, it
will keep floating to the top and sinking to the bottom. Try it!

Moy 2007
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You deserve the best

If you are thinking of moving in the
near future or in the next couple of
months then you really need to talk to
us first. Without obligation we will be
pleased to offer you both professional
and realistic advice about your proposed
property move. We will be able to
demonstrate to you quickly why you
should use our services, as we believe
that you realty ‘Do Deserve The Best'.

i
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Full colour details

Our customers are everything to us and we will
make sure that we deliver to you the care and
attention that you nced to make sure your
property move is as trouble free as is possible.
Our high profile presence and careflully targeted
marketing strategies mean that your property
receives the maximum exposure that it deserves.
We will be working hard to make sure that your
property is viewed in the right place, at the
right time and to the right people.

Backed by years of experience, the Hartwell

Sales

|

dedicated, professronal sales & marketing team

A "

Mortgages

conveyancing arranged

_ Town, village & country homes

Floor plam,s,l on details

»{,_

YOUR HOME 15 AT RISK (F YOU 1) NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS O A
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LUAN: SECURED ON 1. ALL LOANS ARE SUBJECT
TO STATUS, WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.

rranged

Wineg, Brcks
SVARIME

01296 688889

Parteeship,
~burny Road,

Partnership ethos reflects the traditional values
of integrity, attentiveness and commitment, |
which are supported by the latest technology,
which combine to ensure an unbeatable
personal service.

At Hartwell Partnership we never forget that
our success is driven by delivering client
satisfaction and maintaining a reputation for
excellence in the locality as a professional
residential estate agent.

Iettmg agents |

Ly
\y o

- o u - gy ()] 790

73 Lm

www.hartwcellparinership.co.uk
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Letters to the Editor

First published in Bucks Herald 11th April

Can loss of land be justified? In regard to the plans
for an Aylesbury bypass, why should hundreds more
acres of Buckinghamshire countryside be destroyed
forever just so that drivers can cut a minute or two
off their journey times? M Wenble Aston Abbotts

Name and address supplied
Praise for WingravePO

Some residents will be aware of the free service pro-
vided by Steve of the grocery section of the Win-
grave Store. An incident this week demonstrated the
service provided by the Post Office section.

I happened to notice that the tax disc on my car was
three months out of date. Being a law-abiding chap I
immediately had visions of an exclusion zone thrown
round Aston Abbotts; helicopters hovering overhead
and a dawn raid by armed helmeted police on my
home. So I rang Wingrave Post Office to ask
whether they had a required form that I could com-
plete.

I was given a number to ring. I did so and the re-
corded voice informed me that they were busy and
what their office hours are and rang off.

I found another number and a recorded voice gave
me (at great speed) an address to write to.

Shortly afterwards there was a ring at the door and a
member of the Post Office staff at Wingrave said
‘We’ve discussed it and all we want is the insurance
certificate, MOT, cheque and registration certificate.
The last item was new to me and has apparently su-
perseded the log book. My present car was provided
for me by an old friend two and a half years ago and
I gave him a cheque and he gave me a car and a mass
of documents. I put these in a drawer of my desk and
being retired have not yet had time to look at them.

I went to the drawer and produced ‘Handbook’
‘Owner’s Guide’ ‘Service Guide’ ‘Audio Guide’ and
a large folder ‘Servicing Bills’ ‘MOT certificates’
‘Insurance’ ‘Fiesta’ - none of which was acceptable
but with a triumphant shout the lady seized a bit of
paper and said ‘That’s it’.

I got a new tax disc and all my documents back ex-
cept the cheque. Close local post offices? Well cer-
tainly not Wingrave!

Change in Neighbourhood Inspector
Dear Everyone involved in Neighbourhood Policing

I have been asked by Chief Superintendent Paul Tinnion to
undertake a new role within neighbourhood policing. As
the first Inspector to pilot the scheme I have a greater level
of knowledge and experience than most, which is now to
be used within the County as neighbourhood policing is
rolled out across the region. I will still be based at Ayles-
bury Police Station and I will still be available and in-
volved in neighbourhood policing within Aylesbury Vale.
However, the role of Neighbourhood Inspector is being
taken on by Inspector Bob Gregory.

Matthew Deprez, Community Safety Team, Aylesbury
Vale District Council says “We have enjoyed working
with Anne over the last couple of years. A tremendous
amount of positive activity has taken place and we are sure
that Bob will continue with this and move with us success-
fully through the coming year”.

Bob says “I view this as a fantastic challenge and an oppor-
tunity for me to listen to partners and community members,
to shape neighbourhood policing to make it as effective as
it possibly can be. I want to work towards true community
engagement, with everyone involved actively participating
in the management of the neighbourhoods, each fulfilling
the role for which they are best suited.

This is an exciting time for us all with more Police Com-
munity Support Officers being recruited by the day and I
know that we can work together to facilitate their smooth
transition in to their neighbourhoods”.

Dave Hartin, Community Safety Team, BCC says “We are
pleased to have developed a close working relationship
with our partners which has been instrumental in introduc-
ing PCSOs to the community. We are looking forward to
building on the solid foundations already laid in conjunc-
tion with Anne by continuing to liaise closely with Bob”.

I'am sorry to be leaving the neighbourhood team and all of
you when so much work is still to be done to extend and
improve neighbourhood policing across the Vale. The ex-
perience 1 have had to date, and the support given by so
many people across the community to working in closer
partnership to identify and deal with issues key to the pub-
lic, has been fantastic. There is so much still to be
achieved, but I am sure that with your contribution — it can
be done.

Good luck, and keep in touch.

Thank you.

Inspector Anne JONES

BCU Neighbourhood Policing Implementation Manager
0845 8 505 505

”9 2007
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Get The Whole Job Done-

Eclips@ satime

Ladies give your body the attention it
desegyes......

No more juggling workmen...
| can do the lot (and juggle too!)

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors, Aromatherapy passly
o . Facial Tréatnients
Doors, Shelves, Tllmg,. Fitted i e P
wardrobes, Plumbing, Eye Treatments
Maintenance, Small Building Work. Self Tanning
naxing
) N,
Anything considered. X \\@( QLR RE LA
Just ask for a free estimate call Receive 15% off your first treatment
C h ri S Dowe l I For a friendly and professional service please call

Clare on Stewkley (01525) 240249 to book an
appointment or for more information

(01525) 270701

. , nimue I [T3R
Friendly and Professional service. ‘

Welcome | - TR

oveny =

oven valeting service

Local Oven Valeting

David Rowe Dip Surv MCIOB J
Tel : 01296 682529 Mob : 07867 977 575

S ARCHITECTURAL & TECHNICAL
3J Removal of all traces of grease, fat, and
other nasty built up layers from ovens, DESIGN SERVICES
hobs, extractors or microwaves e HOUSE EXTENSIONS
“J Spectacular resuits, 2-4 hours - e LOFT CONVERSIONS
between appointments e PLANNING AND BUILDING
2J No aerosols, no mess, no fuss... REGULATIONS
2J Unique valeting process using Ovenu’s o NEW BUILD DEVELOPMENT
caustic soda free products.
CALL NOWN FROM SCHEME DESIGN TO COMPLETION
For Local Service NO CBLIGATICN FIRST CONSULATION

01296 623591 I

WWwWWw.ovenu. co.uk
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Letters to the Editor

I am trying to trace the family of Henry Mitchell
Sholto Douglas who lived in the Abbey at Aston Ab-
botts in the late 1920s. Can you help?

There is a memorial to the Mitchell family (maiden
name of Henry's mother) in our church in Fowlmere,
Cambridgeshire.

Jerry Jackson Churchwarden St Mary's
Jacksonappleacre@aol.com

SPRING CONCERT
SUNDAY May 13" at St. NICHOLAS
CHURCH

CUBLINGTON - 7.30 p.m.

A unique opportunity to hear a splendid variety of
professional musicians in a wonderful acoustic en-
vironment - The instruments to be heard include -
PIANO, FLUTE, CLARINET, FRENCH HORN
TRUMPET and VIOLIN.
Plus Jill Neenan, SOPRANO

Tickets (including interval glass of wine) £7.50

Children 14 and under £3.00
Places limited so early booking advised
To reserve tickets phone

Joan Waples 01296 681194 or write to
THE OLD FORGE B ARN
RIDINGS WAY
CUBLINGTON
LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS LU7 OLW

Please make cheques payable to
Friends of St. Nicholas

Name
Address

Telephone number

Please reserve

( ) tickets @ £7.50
() tickets® £3.00
Cheque/Cash enclosed

Dear Residents of Aston Abbotts

About three weeks ago a colleague at work had the
bright idea of raising some cash for the Macmillan
nurses. The cunning plan involved enrolling me and a
few others to take part in the Wendover Woods Tough
Challenge 10K race. The race proved a tadge tougher
than the average 10k, as those of you who know the
woods will understand and as my aching muscles, for
the whole of the next week, can testify. With little
time to exploit anyone, I mean gather sponsorship, it
was a testament to the generosity of the people of the
village that, in such a short time, they were able con-
tribute £200 to an overall total of around £1500. I do
have to admit to a bit of skulduggery in enlisting the
legendry fund raising talents of Ray Wilkins. Ray em-
ployed his diplomacy and gentle skills of persuasion
and managed to ease a few pieces of silver from the
participants of the Race Night in the Church Room.
Once again, I thank all of you who contributed and
would ask one more indulgence; if I ask you to spon-
sor any more hair-brained schemes please tell me to
grow up and not to be so B1*&%%y silly.

Submarine Pete [Ellwood]

MY MONEY WAS ON SOUP SLURPER

A splendid evening of fun was had, aprés Grand Na-
tional, with a Race Night at the Church Room on 14th
April. Never mind that I didn’t back Silver Birch -
there was the opportunity to put your faith in horses
with names like Chop Suey, Bottom Scratcher, Trou-
ser Trumpeter, Sacre Bleu and Nail Biter.

The evening was orchestrated by Andy Bystra. Many
questions were raised when it became apparent that
Rita was regularly visiting the payout window after
nearly every race. The Tote was ably run by the Hines
duo Tony and Lol with the start of each race being
Phil Spooner’s responsibility. The ‘big screen’ was
generously provided by Dave Lewis. Peter Harvey
provided the race video from which each race was ran-
domly selected.

The mid-session fish and chips were safely delivered
by Geoff Curnow.

The evening climaxed with a final auction of each of
the eight horses in the last race. Richard Clarke and
your Ed managed to sweep in the £100 first prize for
predicting that Numbskull would win by a short nos-
tril.. Half was handed back to the evening’s fund total
which finally stood at £171 (raised for the Czech
Weekend). Ed

May 2007
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ESTONTIA - ANEWHOLIDAY DESTINATION

If you're thinking about taking a break somewhere different for a change - why don’t you try ESTONIA?
We've got a new penthouse apartment in Parnu, Estonia's premier holiday destination - wide safe sandy
beaches, beautiful city parks, national parks, wild life, restaurants and over 100 bars all in one of Europe's
newest holiday destinations and Parnu's beach is listed in the top ten best undiscovered beaches in Europe and
it's so cheap! Our luxury penthouse apartment is in the heart of this great town, sleeps 4, and has a stylish
modern kitchen and bathroom, with two balconies overlooking the rooftops. In the winter, there's loads to do
too, from cross-country skiing, to ice fishing and skidooing. WE HAVE LOTS OF NEW PHOTOS on the LAZY
DOG WEBSITE, but with prices for a week's self catering from just £150 (for up to 4 people), why don't
you give it a go ~ you'll love it!l See www.lazy-dog.biz

ESTONTIA - INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Estonia has been described as the new European “property hotspot”. The country is receiving huge amounts of
European investment:; it has great economic growth, low interest rates and is politically and commercially sta-
ble. It is aiming to adopt the Euro in 12 -18 months. Its capital Tallinn has seen dramatic development and
growth and with that, superb returns on property: property prices rose by 28% in 2005 and forecasts predict
similar rises in 2006/7. It is safe to buy - all property is sold freehold and ownership is NEVER disputed as
every sale is properly recorded at the Land Registry.

We have several new stylish apartments with river mooring in Parnu for sale off plan from £38,000. They can
be yours with just a 20% deposit, the remainder payable when the project is complete in Spring 2007. You can
even get a 70% mortgage.

Our own apartment in Parnu increased by over 10% in value in the first two months and we have seen high
rental yields in the holiday rental market over the summer. You may be interested in investing in Parnu, but
need more information and advice - we have established Parnu Property to assist people in the process; re-
member we have done it - have a read on our site www.parnuproperty.com and give us a call if you wish to ex-
plore the possibilities.

Please contact us for further details:
Andy & Sally, 73 The Green, Aston Abbotts, Bucks, HP22 4LY
Tel: 01296 682716 Mobile: 0774 295 7684

Websites: www.lazy-dog.biz and www.parnuproperty.com
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ALLOTMENT DIARY

Whanne that April with his shoures sole

The droghte of Marche hath perced to the rote

For the benefit of those readers who are not fluent
in Old English, these are the opening lines of Chau-
cer’s Prologue to the Canterbury Tales, and mean
When April with his sweet showers

Has pierced the drought of March to the root.

The reason why I am beginning my piece with this
couplet is not just to show off the fact the I still re-
member a smattering of stuff I learned around 50
years ago for English Literature “A” level, but to
ask “What the hell has happened to our weather?”
Chaucer lived from around 1340 till 1400, and in
his day it was clearly usual for March to be dry
(“the droghte of Marche”), and for April to be
showery. My memory only goes back for some 60-
odd years, but my recollection is that this is the
weather pattern that has prevailed during that time.
“April” and “showers” are two words that go to-
gether, like bacon and eggs. To the best of my
knowledge, it has been customary for March to be
dry-ish, and April showery, every year since Chau-
cer was writing. This year, however, it seemed to
rain practically every day in March, and at the time
I am writing this article, on 21% April, we have not
had a drop of rain in the village during the whole of
April — not a single shower so far (although rain is
forecast for next week)!

I know that there are arguments that global warm-
ing is not happening, and that our weather simply
goes in cycles — it is well known for example that
in the Middle Ages, there was a time when the
weather in England was so cold that the Thames
froze over, and the ice became so thick that Lon-
doners could even roast oxen on it; and it is said
that when the Romans were in Britain, it was suffi-
ciently warm in the north, that they could plant
grapes near Hadrian’s Wall. However, what has
happened this year has nothing to do with England
becoming hotter or colder, it is a matter of the

weather  behaving
totally differently to
the normal pattern.
And in these days
when news is avail-
able of what is hap-
pening elsewhere in
the world, one cannot
avoid reading news stories of freak weather occur-
ring all over the globe. I cannot help but think that
this must be due in part to what the human race is
now doing, and that CO2 emissions, greenhouse
gases, etc. are a contributory factor. The problem is
that if I am right, then the whole world needs to do
something about it, and not just the population of a
relatively tiny island like ours — and especially the
big polluters like the USA and China. Heaven only
goes how we are going to get such universal agree-
ment and co-operation: history suggests it won’t
happen.

But enough of these depressing musings. The
sunny weather has brought allotment holders out in
force, digging, rotavating, and planting this year’s
crops. Gordon is back from the Antipodes, and is
valiantly trying to stem the tide of weeds that has
started growing on that part of his allotment that
was not carpeted. I watched with envy as Vic
picked a vast crop of asparagus. Simon’s new
greenhouse is full of young seedlings basking in
the warmth of their temporary home before being
planted out in May. Andy’s patch, as always, is al-
ready looking very neat and organised. I have
picked the last of my purple sprouting broccoli, and
dug the plants up so that son number 1. could per-
form his annual job of rotavating my patch, which
saves me many hours of strenuous digging. God’s
in his heaven: all’s right with the world — apart
from the fact that because of this wretched drought,
I have for the first time ever had to keep watering
my newly planted vegetables in April!

Peter Shorrock

Did you know? The total combined weight of the world’s ant
population is heavier than the weight of the human population.

AVDC VILLAGE FREIGHTER

Ist May 12noon - 15.30pm The Green

If you have large bulky items you are unable to take to the
freighter or cannot wait for the freighter visit, please tele-
phone the Refuse Helpline on 01296 585510 and we will be
happy to help you with our Chargeable Bulky Household
Waste removal service.

Please DO NOT leave any refuse on the site prior to the
Freighter arriving, this will be regarded as fly tipping and

offenders may be prosecuted.

The service is provided for the collection of Household Waste
but is not provided for the collection of the following:

Fridges and Freezers Clinical Waste, eg syringes, used dress-
ings Tyres Exhausts Batteries Oils etc Hazardous Waste, As-
bestos etc

Commercial Waste Building Rubble etc Paints Liquids or
Garden Chemicals

May 2007
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ACME CARS

FORYOUR

HOME & GARDEN

For Your Next Trip For Your home & Garden
REALISTIC ESTIMATES
Airports — Stations — Courier HOME:
Repairs and Alterations
Business Trip — Night Out GARDEN:
Drives, Ponds, Patios and
New Accounts Invited Fencing
25 years experience
Call To Book: Call GERRY on
01525 385000
01296 688776 07905 768331

Based In Wing @

Quality
Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior
Paper Hanging. Painting.
Coving. Tiling.

For a friendly & Tidy
Service guaranteed

Free Estimate
Please Call Adrian Bvstra

01296 688429

07986 597013

wirvro.ambdecorate.corm
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MINUTES OF THE ASTON ABBOTTS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2007

The annual Parish Meeting was held on Wednesday 18® April in the Church Room at 8pm.

PRESENT Peter Shorrock (Chairman of the Parish Council), Kate Curry (Clerk to the Annual Parish Meeting), Peter Cooper (District Council-
lor), Sarah Allwood (Bucks Community Action) and 21 parishioners.

MINUTE 1  Apologies - County Councillor Quintyn Ings-Chambers, Shirley Ford

MINUTE 2  Minutes of previous meeting were approved by the Meeting as a true record, and signed by the Chairman.
MINUTE 3  Matters arising — none.

MINUTE 4 County Council, District Council and Police

No one was present from the County Council or Police

District Councillor Peter Cooper talked to the meeting about the following issues:

e  New theatre complex in the town centre — construction has now begun, and should be finished by the end of 2009. The shopping area is be-
hind schedule, but contracts are expected to be signed soon — it will take four years to build.

e  A418 improvements — the decision between the routes has been delayed, but should be made by the summer

e  Speed limit review — this is aiso delayed, and this is having a particularly detrimental effect on Rowsham. In view of recent accidents, the
District Council is asking for the Rowsham stretch of road to be considered separately.

e The Highways dept. is considering installing semi-permanent diversion sings in Aston Abbotts for when there are accidents on the A418 and
A413.

e  Planning — There are indications that the Government would like to remove the District Council’s planning powers on large developments.
The DC is fighting this plan. The new Local Plan will be debated in the near future.

e  Post Offices — The District Council is battling to keep our rural Post Offices. If the PO in Wingrave was to go, the shop would almost certainly
be lost as well.

Cllr. Cooper then answered questions from the floor, after which the Chairman thanked him for attending the meeting.

MINUTE 5 Annual report from the Parish Council Chairman. Peter Shorrock read his annual report (to be published separately)

MINUTE 6 Sarah Allwood from Bucks Community Action gave a short presentation on Parish Plans, and what we would need to do if we wish to
do one. She also said grants were available to help finance such projects. The meeting generally agreed it would be a good idea.

MINUTE 7 Village Activities.

Reports were given on activities during the year of the following organisations: G.N.O.M.E.S. (April Curnow), Ladies' Club (April Curnow),
Czech Connection Day (April Curnow), Church (Rev Derek Witchell), P.C.C. (Colin Higgs) and Parish Council (Peter Shorrock)

MINUTE 8 Children’s Play Area and Recreation Ground

Jackie Farrands informed the meeting that the first phase of the refurbishment is now complete. She gave an official vote of thanks to everyone
who was involved with fundraising for this very successful project. There is now a good range of equipment, which is well used by children of all
ages.

MINUTE 9 Church Room

Peter Shorrock informed the meeting that the lease will shortly be taken on by the Church Room Trustees, and plans for the renovation of the toi-
fets are well under way.

MINUTE 10 The Chronicle

John Hardcastle (editor) thanked the new advertising manager, Phil Corrigan, for his hard work. Thanks also went to Andy Bystra (printing and
distribution) and John Whyte (Finances) John reported that the finances were stable, and urged villagers to continue to support the Chronicle.
MINUTE 11 Fete 2006

Dickie Dicken reported that for the first time in the last six years, it rained on the day of the Fete and the proceeds were much reduced compared
with previous years. In the event we raised almost £2000 whereas in previous years the figure was over £3000. The money earners were the draw,
Indian food, Teas and gardens.

Since 2000, the fete has raised about £19,000. The beneficiaries have been the Church (£7600), the Church Room Fund (£6600), the Chronicle
(£2500) and the Recreation Ground Fund (£2000).

The success of the fete is largely due to the efforts of a relatively small group of villagers: the coordinators who bear the brunt of the work in
recent years have been Barbara Bellingham, Jackie Farrands and for the last two years, Poonam Gupta. It is a task that requires a great deal of coor-
dination and organisation and it is appropriate that we should record a vote of thanks to them all. In particular we should thank April Curnow who
has been persuaded to organise this year’s event along with her other busy roles of the running of the Thursday Morning Coffee in the Church
Room, and this summer’s Czech weekend.

MINUTE 12 Fete 2007

After some discussion, it was agreed to distribute the proceeds as follows:
Chronicle £500 (regardless of actual takings) Church Room - fund for refurbishment 35% of the remainder
Church Room — short term maintenance 10% Recreation Ground 15% Church 40%

MINUTE 13 A.O.B.

It was noted that there is to be a public meeting about the A418 improvements at Stewkley Village Hall on April 30%,
The meeting closed at 9.45pm
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herdsires e sales e training e advice e agistment e products

A few acres to spare?  Want to diversify?
Interested in growing your own fibre?

Then ALPACAS might be for you..............

They are members of the Camelid family originating from South America but have adapted well to
life in the UK. They are bred for their soft, light, warm luxurious fibre and calm temperament.

We have alpacas for sale & provide help, advice & training to those interested in owning them.

See our website or contact us for more details

www.livanti-alpacas.co

] info@livanti-alpacas.com
Livanti Alpacas 01296 682605 07976 67101
‘atratity LA P S

Livanti Alpacas, Aston Abbotts - Home to Champions

Electrical Contractors
and Property Maintenance

Additional sockets to re-wires .« Storage Heater installations
Showers and immersion heaters « Outside Lighting
Electrical testing and inspection  Fault Finding

Portable appliance testing

All types of other domestic maintenance undertaken

No job to small

Free estimates

Tel: 01296 712776  Mobile: 07812 070147 Tel: 01582 668698
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Peter Knigh¥s Countryside Diary - 15th April

The middle of April and it hasn’t rained for several
weeks — amazing. Although all this sunshine is abso-
lutely lovely I’'m afraid I wish we could have an April
shower or two. The top of the ground is uncomforta-
bly dry and a shower would do a world of good both
in the fields and especially in the vegetable gardens.

I was once told that ten days without rain was offi-
cially classified as a drought — in that case things are
pretty serious now. The grass, although growing, is in
fact growing slowly. This has its compensations in
that the lawns don’t need mowing quite so often and,
in the fields, slower growing grass, as long as there is
enough of it, is much better for sheep.

I do know that one or two cattle farmers are already
concerned about the availability of grass for their live-
stock and there are predictions that it will be a poor
summer for grass.

Be that as it may doesn’t countryside look lovely! Is-
n’t it amazing that for years, under the management of
simple farmers the countryside has looked beautiful
but that now it needs DEFRA to tell farmers how to
run things for the benefit of us all.

The blackthorn is at its very best just now with mauve
or white blossoms in the hedges. The first blackthorn
to come into bloom seems to be a patch by the Rub-
bish dump on the way to Tring that was blooming (or
‘blowing’ as it used to be called) in the second week
of February. I know one bush that is yet to come out
in the middle of April — that’s a spread of 8 weeks.

The timing of natural things fascinated me. The peach,
a native of warmer climes, flowers too early for its
own good in this country and the blossom is often ru-
ined by frost in February. One would think that de-
spite it flowering in February in Mexico the climate

over here would delay it until March/April. But no.
The peach looks at the calendar, says ‘Oh, its Febru-
ary — I must flower’ — strange thing nature.

We’ve had the usual Yellow Brimstone butterfly in
our garden every day lately. I got to thinking why are
there never loads of Brim-
stones, only one or two; why
don’t their numbers vary from
year to year? I took down the
butterfly book and read up.

First of all the Yellow Brim-
stone is the male of the species,
the female is white or greenish white. Secondly the
eggs are only laid on a shrub called Buckthorn — most
butterflies are specific in their food plants. OK so can
anyone tell me where the nearest Buckthorn bush to
Aston Abbotts is? I suspect it will be on the Chilterns,
and even there I doubt it is common. So it’s not sur-
prising we don’t have loads of Brimstones about in
some years — it’s amazing we have any at all.

A friend has recently returned from a trip to South Af-
rica and brought me back a copy of the South African
magazine Farmers weekly. It certainly puts our
weather problems in perspective. 1 quote: - ‘Eastern
Cape province was hit by a wet and windy cold snap
in early March resulting in the death of 20,000 adult
angora goats’. A quote from the market analysis sec-
tion: - “Wool prices are expected to move sideways
with further upwards potential’.

Headline: - ‘Pork moves sideways’.

Headline from Aston Abbotts: - ‘Lamb moves up and
down in Spring Sunshine’.

Economic models explained with cows

SOCIALISM: You have 2 cows, and you give one to your
neighbour.

COMMUNISM: You have 2 cows. The State takes both and
gives you some milk.

FASCISM: You have 2 cows. The State takes both and sells you
some milk.

BUREAUCRATISM: You have 2 cows. The State takes both,
shoots one, milks the other, then throws the milk away...

AN AMERICAN CORPORATION: You have two cows. You
sell one, and force the other to produce the milk of four cows.
Later, you hire a consultant to analyse why the cow has dropped
dead.

A FRENCH CORPORATION: You have two cows. You go on
strike, organise a riot, and block the roads, because you want

AN ITALIAN CORPORATION: You have two cows, but you
don't know where they are. You decide to have lunch.

A SWISS CORPORATION: You have 5000 cows. None of them
belong to you. You charge the owners for storing them.

A CHINESE CORPORATION: You have two cows. You have
300 people milking them. You claim that you have full employ-
ment, and high bovine productivity, and arrest the newsman who
reported the real situation.

AN INDIAN CORPORATION: You have two cows. You wor-
ship them.

A BRITISH CORPORATION: You
have two cows. Both are mad.

May 2007
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SUMMER NEEDN’T END ....

Los Narejos beach

JET AWAY TO THE SUN TODAY

With 320 days average sunshine per
year and probably the best climate in
Europe.... Los Narejos on the shores

It's fantastic for Families.... for Cou-

And it's just a 10 minute transfer

Our modern Beach Hduse has everything you need for a fantastic holiday

* 3 bedroom house sleeps up to 7

¢ Double sofa bed, travel cot

e Fully air conditioned ~ cold and hot

» Bath / shower room + separate shower room
» Fully equipped kitchen with oven, microwave
¢ Lounge with TV, DVD, CD plus dining area

» Washing machine

» 50 metres to sandy beach (5km long)

« Calm, warm sea perfect for children

» Restaurants, bars, supermarkets nearby
 Pedestrianised promenade

» Over 20 golf courses within 20km

e Water sports, horse riding, scuba diving etc
» Thermal spas, salt bath, culture & history

Direct low cost flights from Luton Airport to Murcia San Javier with Ryan Air
Also Stansted (Ryan Air), Gatwick (easy Jet), Birmingham (FlyBE) and other UK airports

Available Half Term, Winter and Christmas 2006 and throughout 2007

Low Season £ 260.00 / week (€ 400)
28" October — 19" December2006

6™ January — 4™ April 2007

High season £ 350.00 / week (€ 550)
1%t July — 15t September 2007

Mid season £ 300.00 / week (€ 450)
20 - 27 October 2006

20™ December 2006 — 5% January 2007

5™ April 2007 — 30" June 2007

16™ September — 28" October 2007

For more information or to book call Andi or Becky Swain on
01296 670388 or visit our web site at www.espanolvilla.com
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AND NOW FOR SOMETHING

COMPLETELY DIFFERENT!!1!

Samantha, (herself a great lover of quizzes) is to run a

Quiz Night

in the

Church Room

on
15" May

at
8.00 pm

Please come along and give Samantha your
support Tickets only 3.00 each on the night

Nice nibbles’ will be provided

(bring your own ‘favourite tipple’)
any profit to go towards the Czectv Village Fun Day’

THE CHILTERN HILLS
it VINTAGE VEHICLE (™
Aw -ab.l RALLY

SUNDAY 20™ MAY 2007 NTET
WMMMMMWAMVMHPZZ?G

PhonefFax: 01296 631666

SUNDAY 20™ MAY CHILTERN HILLS VINTAGE VEHICLE RALLY

Weston Road, Aston Clinton (Bucks) B4544, next to Aylesbury Rugby Club. ’
Vintage cars, buses, forries, mifitary, tractors, traction engines, stationary engines. Trade stands, autojumble,

refreshments, licensed bar, kids' attractions.

Contact Ryan Jones, 33 Stratton Green, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7EW Tel: 01296 330901. Email:
ryanjones@tesco.net ‘

mwmwm«m%mﬁmm%&mi‘m
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é ﬁ Q& Sunshine Nursery in Wing

Fun, stimulating and structured activities
in a loving environment for all children
between the ages of 2-5.

WING

Large indoor play area, as well as a secure garden.

Great marks in the latest OFSTED inspection (Jun ‘'04).
No need for your child to be potty trained.

Friendly, experienced & qualified staff.

Spaces now available, no need to join at start of a term.
Mon - Fri 09.15 - 11.45 (age group: 2 1/2 - 5)
Tuesdays 12.30 - 2.45 (rising 4's - preparing for school)
Fridays 12.30 - 2.30 (2+ session)

Grants for children aged 3 years old upwards (*)

Only £6.50 per session for under 3 year olds.

To enrol a child, or for further information. please contact

® Sam Mock (Nursery Manager)
on 07931 661739 (during the above sessions)
or 01296 334003
52 The Scout Hut, The Lands, Wing, Bucks, LU7 OND

©CO0O0O000OBeOo

Registered Charity Number 1039320

(*)Anything up to 4 sessions per week is paid for by Bucks County
Council — the nursery is eligible to apply for funding for children
aged 3 upwards (subject to availability). More information is available.

Benham&j{)v
liams

Acvountams and Busincss Advisces

Yor a friendly, independent and
professional scrvice for your business and
taxation matters

Prepumation of accounts for busincsses of all sizes
Business start-ups

Book-keeping and VAT retumns

Income and corpotation tax

Tax Retarns for individuals, businesses and
companies

Payroll bureau

Need help?
Please give Paul Benham a call.

Tel: 01296 611511

Ashton Houss, 14 Granville Street, Aylesbiny,
Buckinghamshire. HP20 2JR

FULLY LICENSED PRIVATE HIRE OPERATOR

 BUTLERS

AT YOUR SERVICE

We specialise in airport and long distance work:-
% Fixed prices - what we quote is what you pay

* No additional charge for weekends, bank holidays
unsocial hours

* Absolutely no hidden charge

* Modern air conditioned cars

FOR A BOOKING OR A QUOTE
Please Ring Colin on:-

01296 583577
07802 746711

E-mail: colin.butl xidriver,co.
www.butlers-private-hire-cars-aylesbury.com

§3 Ramworth Way, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7EY

QUALIFIED CARPENTER

RELIABLE WITH COMPETITIVE RATES

KITCHEN, FLOORING, WARDROBES, DOORS,
DECKING, ANY HOUSEHOLD CARPENTRY
NO JOB TOO SMALL

COME ON LADIES! GET SOMEONE ELSE TO
DO ALL THOSE JOBS YOU'VE BEEN ASKING
HUBBY TO DO FOR AGES!

PHONE ANDY ON: 01525 240691
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ARCHAEOLOGY in ASTON ABBOTTS

When Steve Green popped in on Mon. 23™ April to say the archaeologists would be starting their investigative
dig that morning as a prelude to him starting to build, 1 thought little of it. After all these investigations are
routine these days and this site, though at the beginning of Moat Lane, is quite some distance from the ‘old
village’ now largely under the turf in the Grove .

Rita and T were surprised therefore when Steve appeared that afternoon, clearly excited, to announce that they
had found considerable evidence of a sizeable Saxon building. Large post holes were the first clue followed by
a rather puzzling ‘pattern’ of ditches, probably dug at different periods. Fragments of ‘daub and wattle’ may
be evidence that this structure was used as a dwelling rather than to house animals; a fact backed up by the
discovery of various small items including the rim of a sizeable cooking or storage jar.

Initial thoughts are that these and other fragments found are from a Saxon habitation. However, there’s more
since further digging during the detailed examination of the ditches and post holes, knapped flint tools were
found which seem to indicate that human habitation, in what we now know as Aston Abbotts, could date back
some eight thousand years.

Perhaps this isn’t too surprising since this small paddock is probably the highest point in AA. and certainly has
a commanding view over the surrounding countryside and Vale of Aylesbury. Furthermore, the area is, and
probably always has been fed by numerous springs.

The investigation is obviously in it’s early stages at present. However, the next few weeks could be quite ex-
citing and 1 will endeavor to obtain details for our readers. Hopefully, we will eventually be able to publish a
map of the site showing the position of buildings etc. This is an exciting find for this village and when fully
investigated will add considerably to our already well documented, though relatively recent, history.

Should the archaeologists confirm this to be an important site, it is my opinion that our Parish Council should
now seriously consider a more appropriate name for the road which is to service these three houses. ﬁ(‘ 4

Moy 2007 The CHRONICLE - Poge 19



LAWNMOWERS

GARDEN MACHINERY - QUADS
service - SALES - RepaIrs

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE

SEREIENES POLARIS |

RGC ENGINEERS, MURSLEY
Tel: (01296) 720066 or (01296) 681007
LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

B ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED KZ&LN

WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey-Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 01296-681543

Your local MOT centre

By appointment 9.00am to 5.30 pm Monday to Friday
Free retests

Servicing and Repairs

Petrol and Diesel Sales
Bottled Gas stockist
**** Free Courtesy Car ****

We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest job! Most credit cards taken

Page 20 - The CHRONICLE
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WHITE LINES

SCHOOL OF MOTORING .

DSA APPROVED DRIVING INSTRUCTOR .

PROFESSIONAL. , PATIENT , FRIENDLY & RELIABLE .

HIGH PASS RATES .

MANUAL OR AUTOMATIC TUITION.

STRUCTURED COURSES .

1 OR 2 HOURLY LESSONS .

INTENSIVE COURSES AVAILABLE .

MOTORWAY TUITION & PAss PLUS.

AU - PAIR / FOREIGN STUDENT ASSESSMENTS .

DISCOUNTS FOR BLOCK BOOKING & INTENSIVES .

DISCOUNTS FOR ‘ LOCALS ’ & * VILLAGERS ’
({ WITH THIS AD’ ) .

07944 509438 or

AYLESBURY (01296 ) 688547 .
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Freelance professional florist

Kidney Research UK

London Bridges Walk 2007
For all your floristry requirement | ,
yourTersiyreatiement Sunday 24th June 2007

Specialising in weddings and functions

Using only the freshest flowers from Dutch and
English suppliers. Walk London’s most

famous bridges and

help fund research

to save lives!

. Special event t—-shirt

. Goodie bag
. Refreshments

Meadow hire

For weddings, parties etc. quality china, cutlery,
" <sware, table linen and much more all available for hire.

g
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m call 08456 12 12 26 or email N

-l% OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE : events@kidneyresearchuk.org ; Kidnéy) ResearchUK
y for more information or to enter the event N egioees charky o, 25289 _

e Tree Surgery, Removal, Pruning
¢ Tree Reports and Consultancy

e Hedge Trimming, Stump Grinding

e Fully qualified and insured -
Dip. Sci. Arb; NPT.C.

TREE STRATEGIES

e 15 Years Arboricultural Experience

01296 620 620 07921 366 102
treestrategies@msn.com www.treestrategies.co.uk

Your Local Qualified Tree Professionals
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The Aston Abbotts and Cublington
Ladies Club meets twice a month in
the Church Room, Aston Abbotts.
All ladies from Aston Abbotts and
Cublington are very welcome.
Please contact Shirley Ford on

681865 for more information.

ASTON ABBOTTS & CUBLINGTON LADIES CLUB

1** April.

The Ladies Club met in the Church room today and 15 members were
present. Several apologies for absence were received.

The meeting began at 2.30 with the reading of the minutes which were
duly signed by our Chairman. She reminded the Club that those wish-
ing to go on the summer outing in July need to give their names and
pay April Curnow.

Joan then introduced today’s speaker, Miss Joyce Whipps from Win-
grave. Joyce is no stranger to the club and once again gave us an enter-
taining afternoon, telling us the horrors of a recent stay in Stoke Man-
deville Hospital. She followed this with an ‘A to Z’ of places she had
been on holiday.

She was thanked by Irene Lowden.

Tea hostesses were Avril Bradley Davis and Audrey Stephenson. The
Raffle was won by Shirley Ford

Shirley Ford.

BOLBEC CASTLE - Few who drive through Whitchurch know that
the earthworks on the ancient Bolbec Castle lie to the west of the main
road, the county seems to have been poorly equipped with fortified cas-
tles, so Whitchurch must have felt important.

The castle provided work and livelihood for the villagers both within
the walls and on the estate, and as a recognition of its status
Whitchurch was granted a Monday market in 1245 (hence the street
Market Hill). To reach the site of Bolbec Castle turn off the main road
at Market Hill and fork left at Castle Lane which runs through the cen-
tre of the site which occupies commanding views across the Vale of
Aylesbury. On the east side of the castle mound is a field called ‘Lords
Garden’ and a spring known as Fair Alice named after Alice de Bolbec
who regularly found the water beneficial, and the spring probably
joined a part of the moat on the west side known as Weir Pond. During
the civil war the castle, already in a ruinous state, stood for the Royal-
ists’ cause and is reputed to have been laid waste by the Roundheads.
The ruins were regarded by local builders as a useful source of ready
hewn stones and were used for buildings and repairs. Colin Higgs

Did you know? The number of people alive on earth right now
is higher than the number of all the people that have ever died.

CHURCH ROOM
BOOKINGS

Please contact Colin Higgs on
681343 if you wish to book the
Church Room

Rates are as follows:
For Villagers:
£5 per hour (plus metered electricity)

and £50 Booking Deposit
(Returnable)

For Non-Villagers:
£10 per hour (plus electricity)

and £50 Booking Deposit
{Returnable)

These sentences actually ap-
peared in church bulletins or
were announced in church ser-
vices:

The sermon this morning: "Jesus
Walks on the Water.” The sermon
tonight: "Searching for Jesus."
Ladies, don't forget the rummage
sale. It's a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around the
house. Bring your husbands.

Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will
not pass this way again," giving obvi-
ous pleasure to the congregation.

For those of you who have children
and don't know it, we have a nursery
downstairs.

At the evening service tonight, the
sermon topic will be "What Is Hell?"
Come early and listen to our choir
practice.

The ladies of the Church have cast
off clothing of every kind. They may
be seen in the basement on Friday
afternoon.

Low Self Esteem Support Group will
meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use
the back door.

Moy 2007
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PAR RO'IT&COALESLLP

solicitors

Intelligent, practical advice on all personal and
business related matters including

Moving House B Employment
Personal Injury  Business Leases
Family Agricultural
Wills & Inheritance Tax Planning Estate Administration

Property & Consumer Disputes

Please let us know if we can help you.

ll 14 Bourbon Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 2RS

01296 318500

www.parrottandcoalesllp.co.uk
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Forget the Lottery

with only a 1 in umpteen million chance of
winning!!!!

Join the Aston Abbotts ‘100’ Club
where 100 villagers will have an equal
chance to
share 24 cash prizes drawn throughout the
year!!

For an initial one off payment 5

of £15.00, you could be included in 6)

12 monthly draws, with the possibility )

of winning & . IS ”) oy
s - w §

£50.00 - 1°" prize-

or

£25.00 - 2™ prize

(The amount subject to 100 people taking part.
The more that join, the bigger the prizes)

The first draw will take place in early May (in St. James Charch)
with the subsequent eleven draws taking place on the first Sunday of each menth,

1f you would like to take part just fill in the form below and
resurn to Colin Higgs, 6 Wingrave Rd. Tel;- 681343

You get 12 draw eniries for £15.00

WINGRAVE OPEN GARDENS
16th and 17th June
20 Gardens so far
To complement the open gardens
There is an exhibition of
Creative Work
In the Community Centre

YOUR

PARISH COUNCIL

PETER SHORROCK (Chairman)
Oak Farm House ~ 681260

REBECCA HUNT (Parish Clerk)
1 Firs Cottages -688166

COLIN HIGGS
6 Wingrave Road ~ 681343

RICHARD CLARKE
Maplewood, The Green ~ 681286
DICKIE DICKEN
Norduck House ~ 688577

JUDY HARDCASTLE
Marloes, Lines Hill - 688070

ANDY STEFANCZYK
73 The Green

KATE CURRY
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane - 681137

District Councillor

PETER COOPER
Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham ~ 681250

County Councillor
QUINTIN INGS-CHAMBERS

Parochial Church Council

. Rev Derek Witchell 682320 Gordon Kemp 681763
M M \\A/, \\i/, IO
@ @ @ ) @ Shirley Ford 681865 Ann Goodman 681763
- - - - ' Andrew Ford 681865 Colin Higgs 681343
Make a diary note Andy Bystra 681690 April Curnow 681459

Caroline Abel Smith Secretary John Abel Smith Treasurer

Astonbury 2007

100 CLUB WINNERS FOR

on July 14th
On the Rec APRIL

Village Concert
\@/ ’\@( '\@/ \@/ \@( »

£50 Colin Smart
£10 Kevin Fletcher
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The Unico,
High Street, Cublington,
Nr Leghton Buzzad,
Beck, L7010 _

45!».«.

% ey @me%@% W%MMW%@{/M
yd Slile » 2007 Real Ale Gulde + 2007 Good Food Gulde « 2007 Foodie Gulde
%[ea/ (U AVOC-Best Community Pubfor 2007

We hate to disappoint vilagers and as we are getting buser,
We encourage you to book your table In advance.

Don't forget to ask about jolning our loyalty scheme...

Flowers for all Occasions

| am an experienced city and gulld trained florist and can make
and deliver professionaily designed bouquets, arrangements,
table decorations or funeral flowers

Prices range from £5 for a child’s gift posy, table decoration from
£10, hand tied bouquets from £20 and funeral flowers from £30.

1 am based in Aston Abbotts and will defiver your chosen design,
free of charge, to any address within a 5 mile radius of the
village. | can also deliver outside this area for a reasonable
charge. .

Please telephone Jayne for further detalls or email to receive a
selection of sample photographs.

Telephone 01296 681066
07952 255639
E-mail jaking1@hotmail.co.uk

Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:
v’ Poultry

v Home Cooked Hams

v’ Sausages

v’ Pies

v’ Preserves

v’ Fruit & Veg

v Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

:-

o
"
.l
-l
“»
"
"»
"

e

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4L.G Tel: 01296 641207 -

R R T B T B B R R R

Puge 26 - The CHRONICLE

Mey 2007



The Chronicle Crossword

MAY 2007
. " " p s p . " APRIL SOLUTIONS
ACROSS
. 1 Amour 4 Rated 7 Tic
5 0 ” " 9 Sport 11 Net12 Eager
13 Tea 14 Pansy 16 Wye
1 17 Banff 18 Lottery
” s 16 17 20 Scandal 22 Federar
24 Milkman 26 Alley
28 Ton 29 Sabre 31 Amp
” 0 " m 32 Final 34 Ear 35 Earth
38 Lay 39 Batch 40 Tapir
DOWN
” ” 24 25 1 Ass 2 ONO 3 Ratty
4 Run away 5 Tatters
6 Dye 7 Tag on
” - " ” 3 8 Careful 10 Pea 14 Pal
15 Motive 17 Brawl
o 19 Early 21 Demob
o " " p” ” o 22 Fearful 23 Retreat
24 Monarch 25 Nye
27 Lanky 29 Spent
" = o 30 Rat 33 Lob 36 Rip
37 Her
ACROSS DOWN
1 Skill in making object (5) 1 American taxi (3)
4 To ride a bike (5) 2 Something curved (3)
7 Cambridgeshire river (3) 3 Brushwood for hedges (5)
9 Good with eggs (5) 4 Of extreme importance (7)
11 Put into service (3) 5 Dust, polish etc (5-2)
12 Living (5) 6 Female sheep (3)
13 Group of European countries (1-1-1) 7 Go up (5)
14 Adjust after failure (5) 8 Afternoon show (7)
16  Olde pub (3) 10 Beer(3)
17  Room on a boat (5) 14 Former capital of Brazil (3)
18  To do with eyes (7) 15  Smooth fabric (5)
20 Used for digging (7) 17 Type of coffee bean (5)
22 Containing ten parts (7) 19  Biscuit (5)
24 Played on a lawn (7) 21 Insult (5)
26  Looks after children {5) 22 Used for putting 10 down in (7)
28 Cry (3) 23 Pudding (7)
29  Brush (5) 24 Show in nightclub (7)
31 Towards the stern (3) 25  Onyour basin (3)
32 Own up (5) 27  Homeless (5)
34 Make a mistake (3) 29  Employees (5)
35  Disagree (5) 30  Australian bird (3)
38  Not Mum (3) 33 Pushover (3)
39 & 40 Small cakes (5-5) 36  African antelope (3)
Compiled by ROD ROTHERO 37  Greek goddess of dawn (3)

ﬂq 2007
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Trendz
Unisex hair salon
Call for appoihtment on
01296 681282
Or 07766656411

Price list
Soyling
Cut & finish.....£20.00
Wet Ccut.....£15.00

Blow dry (shore hair).....£10.00
Blow dry (fohg hair).....£14.00

Basic hair up.......£20.00

Shampoo, set ¢ put up.....£30.00
Shatnpoo & set.....£15.00

Mens
Cut & finish....... £14.00

Cap hi lites.....£15.00

olour
Full head tipt.....£32.00
Regrowth tint.....£27.50
Full head bhi [ites....£40.00
Half head hi lites....£27.50

Hair extensions
European humab hair

Half head from......£190.00
Full head from.....£290.00
Above prices inClude one colour for a
second colour extra....£50.00

Removal of hair extensions....£40.00

Manicures and pedicures
File & paint...£8.50
Fuil manicure....£20.00
‘Pedicure.....£25.00

Bridal services
Bridal hair ........ £90.00

Bridal make up.....£60.00
Including trial before ahd on wedding

Call for a free consultation
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The View from the Vicarage

As 1 was sitting on the terrace this afternoon enjoy-
ing the sunshine this story came to mind....

“A philosophy professor stood before his class and
had some items in front of him. When the class be-
gan, he picked up a very large and empty mayon-
naise jar and proceeded to fill it with rocks, rocks
about 2" in diameter. He then asked the students if
the jar was full? They agreed that it was.

So the professor then picked up a box of pebbles
and poured them into the jar. He shook the jar
lightly. The pebbles, of course, rolled into the open
areas between the rocks. He then asked the students
again if the jar was full.

They agreed it was. The professor then picked up a
box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course,
the sand filled up everything else. He then asked
the students once more it the jar was full. The stu-
dents responded with a unanimous -- yes.

The professor then produced two cans of beer from
under the table and proceeded to pour their entire
contents into the jar, effectively filling the empty
space between the sand. The students laughed.

"Now", said the professor, as the laughter subsided,
"I want you to recognize that this jar represents
your life." "The rocks are the important things -
your family, your partner, your children, GOD-
things that if everything else was lost and only they
remained, your life would still be full. The pebbles
are the other things that matter; like your job, your
house, your car.

The sand is everything else - the small stuff. If you
put the sand into the jar first", he continued "there
is no room for the pebbles or the rocks. The same
goes for your life. If you spend all your time and
energy on the small stuff, you will never have room
for the things that are important to you. Pay atten-
tion to the things that are critical to your happiness.
Play with your children. Take time with God. Take
your partner out dancing. There will always be time
to go to work, clean the house, give a dinner party
and fix things. Take care of the rocks first - the
things that really matter. Set your priorities. The
rest is just sand.”

One of the students raised her hand and inquired
what the beer represented. The professor smiled.
"I'm glad you asked. It just goes to show you that
no matter how full your life may seem, there's al-
ways room for a couple of beers!"

Shalom  Derek
Evensong Services in Aston Abbotts WINGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL
Just another reminder that services are held on one Garden and Plant Sale

Sunday each month in our beautiful village church.
They are very ‘user friendly’, commence at 6.00pm
and are usually conducted by Colin Smart.

With our very own Nigel Palmer playing the organ,
they are becoming increasingly popular, so if you
would like to come along to these friendly and uplift-
ing services, please make a note that the next will be

held on;- May 27th, July 22nd, 26th Aug, 23rd Sept.

28th Oct. 25th Nov. and 23rd Dec.

The annual Garden and Plant Sale will take place on
Saturday 12th May
Breakfast will be served from 9.30am

All contributions of garden produce, such as plants, cuttings,
vegetables, fruit, etc will be very welcome

Also jams, marmalade, eggs, cakes etc
Sylvia Francis 681566

If you are unable to do your duty rota please
arrange to change with the next person

Church Sidesman Cleaning Flowers

6th Mr A Bystra w/e 5/6  Mr Bystra/Mr Higgs 5/6 Mrs Bean
13th Mr G Kemp 12/13 Mr Kemp/Mrs Goodman 12/13 Mrs Johnson
20th Mrs A Curnow 19/20 Mrs Parker/Mrs Curnow 19/20 Mrs Parker
27th Mr A Ford 26/27 Mrs Bean/Mrs Ford 26/27 Mr C Higgs
3rd June Mrs S Ford 2/3June TBA

/fy 2007
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Pest Control

By the BEE'’s Knees at MSC Ltd

Environment Agency Certificate Number TWE/G73982
Member of British Institutes of Cleaning Science BiCS

s;%% Wasps £35.00 Inclusive
b

Guaranieed, No Hiden Charnges

... Pigeon netting and pointing
e, 1 " protection. Mess removal and
'/ disposal in accordance with
DEFRA and EA. Certificates of
disposal supplied.

- @ Rats/mice all trapped and
~x.» i/ disposed of in accordance
ll with DEFRA and EA.

i~ Woodworm, Cockroaches,
-\;._‘;, LY Insects, Flies, Squirrels.

T: 01296 424284 M: 07950 379250
E: fim@mtsfc.couk
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SERVICES FOR MAY 2007
Cublington - St Nicholas;

Aston Abbotts — St James;
Wing - All Saints; Wingrave — St Peter & St Paul

THURSDAY 3R? |Wing 09.30 | Holy Communion
SUNDAY 6™ | Aston Abbotts | 09.15 | Morning Prayer
&” after Easter | Cublington 09.15 | Family Communion
Wing 08.00 | BCP Holy Communion
- 110.45 | People’s Praise
Wingrave 09.15 | Holy Communion
THURSDAY 10™ | Wing 09.30 | Holy Communion
SUNDAY 13™ | Aston Abbotts | 09.15 | Holy Communion
6” after Easter | Cublington 09.15 | Holy Communion
Wing 09.15 | Family Communion
Wingrave 08.00 | BCP Holy Communion
10.45 | Holy Communion
THURSDAY 17™ | Wing 09.30 | Holy Communion
Ascension Day
SUNDAY 20™ | Aston Abbotts | 18.00 | Holy Communion
7" after Easter | Cublington | 09.15 | Holy Communion
Wing - 108.00 | Holy Communion
10.45 | Holy Communion
Wingrave 09.15 | People’s Praise
THURSDAY 24™ | Wing 09.30 | Holy Communion
SUNDAY 27™ | Aston Abbotts | 18.00 | Evensong
Pentecost | Cublington 09.15 | Family Service
Wing 09.15 | Holy Communion
Wingrave 10.45 | Holy Communion
18.00 | Pentecost Praise
THURSDAY 31°" | Wing 09.30 | Holy Communion

Did you know? About three people are born every second, and about 1.333 people die every second. The result is about a net in-
crease of between 2-3 people every second. Almost ten people more live on this Earth now, than before you started reading this fact.

Did you know? The Himalayas cover one-tenth of the Earth’s surface.
Did you know? Apples, not caffeine, are more efficient at waking you up in the morning.

Meg 2007
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LOUISE DAVIS CATERING

oy i)
Q\\\\\\\W////fﬂ/

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

TEL: 01296 641179

WINGRA VE PRE—SC/—/OOZ

OFSTED INSPECTED

For children aged 2% - 5 years

Monday - Friday 9.30-12.00
The Community Centre, Church St, Wingrave

by Sy By lp Sy oy y
by By by Sy vty

Qualified staff - KEY WORKER appointed to each chil
Dedicated educational sessions for afl 4+ children

77
y
3

Children's learning is promoted ina
FRIENDLY & FUN atmosphere

01296 681700 - 0787 078757
01296 681963 @ &

EETLLLLELEE LS

YOGA

WEEDON OLD SCHOOL
THURSDAY 19.30 - 21.00

Come and join this small
friendly class

Ring Paul Blissett on 07963 011796

= Contact: Claire Upton/Pre-School Leader
Terri-Anne Perkins
Pape 32 - The CHROMICLE
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The Aston Abbotts Telephone List

100 Club Colin Higgs 681343 Parish Clerk Rebecca Hunt 688166
630 Club Andy Bystra 681690 Parish Council Leader  Peter Shorrock 681260
AVDC Switchboard 585858 Police Emergencies 999
Buses L&S 415468 Police Non-emergency 0845 8 505 505
Chronicle Advertising  Phil Corrigan 688191 Police Aylesbury 396000
Chronicle Distribution ~ Andy Bystra 681690 Police Wing Police Office 396163
Chronicle Editorial John Hardcastle 688070 Railways Chiltern 0870 516 5165
Church Mowing Rota ~ Gordon Kemp 681763 Rambler's Club Colin Higgs 681343
Church Room Hire Colin Higgs 681343 Rector Reverend Derek Witchell
Citizens Advice Aylesbury 0870 126 4056 Refuse Collection Enquiries 585510
Coach Trips Colin Higgs 681343 Roads & Transport Colin Higgs 681343
Council Aylesbury Vale District 585858 Royal Oak Teri & Gary Moult 681262
Councit Bucks County Council 395000 RSPCA General Enguiries 08705 555 999
District Councitlor Peter Cooper 681250 Scouts Julia Ellis 681118
Fete Coordinator TBA Toddlers Group Claire Greswell 682949
Florat Class Colin Higgs 681343 Whist Colin Higgs 681343
GN.OMES. Carol Spooner 681544 Wingrave Preschool Claire Upton 681700
Hospital Stoke Mandeville 315000 Wingrave Post Office (PO only) 682964
Ladies Club Shirley Ford 681865 Wingrave Post Office ~ (Stores) 681696
LBO Reports Colin Higgs 681343 Wingrave School Office 681436
Milkman Ron Miller Dairies 482838
Mobile Library Buckingham Library 01280 813229 ..
NHS Direct 24hr Medical Advice Line 0845 46 47 Flease bet us Rnow of any eviors ox omissions
MOWING ROTA . MORE MOWERS WANTED
5th May Gordon Kemp Asour chmate has c.hanged the Church grass has had to be cut a
v lot earlier in the spring and a lot
12th Adam Shorrock later in the autumn. We are appealing for more mowers to add
19th Ray Wilkinson to our rota of nine at the present time. The rota is for the grass
26th Bob Bean to be cut once a week preferably at weekends. Each of our
2nd June Caroline Lane mowvers cuts the grass just tree times a year.
If you are unable to match the rota please change with a colleague We have a sit-on mower for the main areas and a petro I driven
: hand mower for round graves and edges. For most members on
BOOK THESE DATES the rota the job takes approximately an hour with each machine.
Some of our members prefer to pair up for company so that the
S at23 / Sun24th June whole job can be done in one hour each time. Of course this

Flower Festival
St James Church to coincide

means that they also have to share each others' duty.

It's not hard work and would also suit maybe a husband and
wife team. Nobody would be on their own until they are per-
fectly comfortable with both machines.

If you fancy joining our "merry

with Czech Event. mowers" please contact Geoff ‘(EL (’%\h\ o A
Curnow at Leafy Oaks on 681459. s ' AT
Sat21/Sun22nd July Geoff Curnow
Festival Weekend
Hor 207 The CHEOMICLE - Poge 33



(Served from Mon to Thursday between 12 to 2.30)

The Unicorn is aware that many of our customers would
like to have a set price lunch menu
With this in mind The Unicorn has created a
2 course and 3 course menu based on our fresh Country style cooking

2 Comnses - £9.95 3 Cownses - £12.95

MONDAY 1§ QVIZ NIGHT
WEDNESDAY 1§ PATRICK'S AAVTHENTIC CVURRY NIGHT

FEAT\JRED IN THE 2007 GOOD BeeR GQUIDE,
GOOD PUB GQUIDE, REAL ALe QUIDE
AND FINALISTS IN
AVYLESBURY \VALE VVILLAGE P\JB COMPETITION

Family friendly pub - Large beer garden

Visit us soon... food served everyday

MONDAY TO THURSDAY 12.00 TO 2.30 & 6.30 TO 9.00
FRIDAY 12.00 TO 2.30 & 6.30 TO 9.30

SANTURDAY 12.00 TO 4.00 & 6.30 TO 9.30

SUNDAY 12.00 TO 4.00

TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE PLEASE CALL US ON 01296 681 26]

THE UNICORN, HIGH STREET, CUBLINGTON, W&, LEICHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 0LQ

Page I - The CHRONICLE Moy 2007



Wha¥'s On In May

Tuesday 1st

Thursday 3rd
Wednesday 9th
Thursday 10th

Friday 11th
Saturday 14th
Sunday 13th

Monday 14th
Tuesday 15th
Thursday 17th

Thursday 24th

Sunday 27th

Monday 28th
Thursday 31st
Friday 1st June

W’;‘:—'ﬁl

Coftee/ Shop 10 -12noon

Freighter 12noon - 3.30pm

Election Day 7am - 10pm

Annual Parish Council 8pm
Coffee/Shop 10 - 12noon

Ladies Club 2.15

Whist Drive 7.30pm

Refuse Collection NOT THURSDAY

Race Night 8pm

Rambling Club Teas in Church Room

Church Room

The Green Address
Church Room

Church Room Please note that all
Church Room submissions for the
Church Room Chronicle should be sent to
Church Room John Hardcastle, Marloes,

Lines Hill, Aston Abbotts,

Bucks. HP22 4NG
Email submissions to:

Church Room

Annual Spider Walk 3.30 - 4.30pm

Fete Meeting 7.30pm
Quiz Evening 8pm
Coffee/Shop 10-12noon

Bingo 7.30pm

Coffee/Shop 10.30 - 12noon
Ladies Club 2.15pm
Whist Drive 7.30pm
Rambling Club 2pm

Enensong 6pm
Bank Holiday

Coffee/Shop 10-12noon
Refuse Collection NOT THURSDAY

Church Room editor@aachronicle.co.uk
Church R

treh Room Please don 't forget to tell us of any
Church Room events that you would like included
Church Room in the What's On list
Church Room ¢y pgSIFIED ADS ARE FREE in The
Church Room Chronicle. Phone us on 01296 688191 or
Church Room email editor@aachronicle.co.uk
meet Ashridge e
St James Church !
Church Room

630 CIub

" VILLAGE FETE MEETING m

m Monday 7.30pm Monday

m Church Room

14th May

If you cannot attend the meeting then
please telephone April Curnow i

m on 681459 before the 14th L

M to offer your assistance. :::

1]

m Every little bit helps. in

KEsSss=sssEsss==ss=s3"
Classified

AEG Halogen Hob top for electric

cooker, excellent condition £30 ono Jane
Shilton leather handbag, camel, new cost
£49.99, for sale £25

FREE

details 680474

Free Frigidaire small chest freezer. Ca-
pacity 3.8cu ft. Fully working and in ex-
cellent condition. Tel. 01296 688346

6.30 Club St George’s Night Dinner — 5t May 2007

After several successful functions at the Dog House, we have decided
that, for the sake of variety, the 2007 St George’s Night Dinner will be
held at the Plough & Anchor in Kingswood. The format of the evening
will be similar to previous years. A coach will pick us up at 7:00pm from
the Royal Oak and we will return shortly after midnight. Guests of mem-
bers are welcome to attend.

The cost of the function will be £30.00 per person. This is the first in-
crease in 3 years.

The menu is attached; I would be grateful if you would indicate your
choices and return the form to Ray Wilkinson, Andy Bystra or Tim Pea-
cocke.

Dress will be Black Tie for the gentlemen and equivalent for the ladies.
The cost of the function will be £ 30.00 per head.

So that we can finalise the arrangements we need a firm commitment
from members as soon as possible. Please complete and return the at-
tached form as soon as possible to Ray Wilkinson, Andy Bystra or myself
and if you are attending, please enclose cash or a cheque made payable to
the 6:30 Club for the full amount payable.

B33 103 11 U

I shall/shall not be attending the 6:30 Club St George’s Night Dinner. I
shall/shall not be accompanied.

o

I wish to invite the following guests:
Ticket Cost £30.00 per person
I enclose cash/cheque payable to the 6:30 Club to the value of ...........

Moy 2007
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FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS

OF CHURCH FARM, ASTON ABBOTTS

01296
682126

T.V. VIDEO AND
SATELLITE
SERVICING AND
GENERAL REPAIR

NEW AND USED SALES
LCD, PLASMA, DVD

01296
682126

The Truth About That Broken Toe

We sent our investigative reporter out to discover the true story behind
the broken toe suffered by Alison Lewis on a recent holiday in Tobago.
Unfortunately he got two different versions of events, so we print both

here and leave it to you, the reader, to make up your own minds about

what really happened.
Alison’s Story

I just don’t know how I did it. I had just finished a little light
lunch and I thought I might refresh myself by quietly paddling
in the shallow water at the sea’s edge. Suddenly, I felt a sharp
pain in my foot. Looking down I saw my toe sticking out at an
odd angle. I must have caught my foot on something.

I'm a trained medical person so I made no fuss, but everybody
- was most concerned and absolutely insisted upon taking me to
the hospital straight away.

The hospital staff were very attentive and impressively
thorough, eventually diagnosing a dislocated toe. Then they
suddenly wrenched the bones back into position without
anaesthetic. That was the worst bit.

Of course, with the pain of the broken toe I was incapacitated
for the rest of our time in Tobago. Fortunately I had my darling
husband with me and, under my quiet guidance, he was able to
take care of those few odd little chores that were quite beyond
me because of the pain.

Oh dear, I suffered constantly for the rest of the holiday.

Flackwell »Elec'iro_nics - Purveyors of plasma screens to the gentry

Chromiclo
Investigation

Dave’'s Story

I just don’t know how the silly cow did it. She’d just downed
her second lunchtime bucket of rum punch when she
suddenly leapt to her feat and charged off into the sea like a
demented rhinoceros on heat. There was one rock - just one
bloody rock on the whole beach - and she had to go and trip
over it!

I’ve never heard so much fuss. I wanted to leave it until
sundown, but she made me miss the afternoon’s sunbathing to
take her down to the hospital.

The hospital staff were as slow as petrified snails, although
they finally diagnosed a dislocated toe. Then they suddenly
wrenched the bones back into position without anaesthetic.
That was the best bit.

Of course, she then laid in a sunbed with her foot up and
didn’t do a bloody thing for the rest of the holiday. She
continually ran me ragged - “Fetch this”, “Fetch that”, “You
had better get me another glass of champagne now”.

Bloody Hell! I suffered constantly for the rest of the holiday.
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